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5T LUCIE WEST — Children
are our future That's why Lake
Charles resident, Scott Van Du-
zer, 15 breaking city barners to
combat strest vielence and pave
a path qure::pgn'r'_,.' and suc
cass for some of the most at-nsk
youth in Fort Piarce

Van Duzer'’s weapon isn't an
AR-15. It's called Troop TT2.
The philanthropist alse has an
army behind him, but theyre
not strapped with weapons,
either Father, Van Duser's team
congiets of succesziul men and
peaceful] pillars of the cemmuni-
tr

Van Duzer's Bey Scout Troep
772 which has besn app roved
by The Boy Bcouts of America,
held its Arst mesting in early
December. Fifty one boys already
signed up, Van Duzer said

The 5t. Lucie West resident
and head af the Van Duses
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St. Lucie West resident saving
streets one child at a time

Foundatien baszed sut of Van
Duzer's Fort Pierce Big Apple
Fizza & Pasta shop, said he
and others formed the group in
responsa to one of the bleod:
ezt summers on record 1n Fort
Prerce. In just a 13-week perod
in June and July, Fort Pierce
axperienced meore than 60 shoot-
ing mcidents, a Fort Pierce Police
spokesman said

“The Boy Scouts have been
arcund fer 103 years, the strue-
ture, the mestings, the life slkills,
that's just the tip of it We want
te teach them about jebs, about
the whole nine yards,” Van Du-
zar said. *[ think it's a ne-brain-
ar. Instead of them warrying
ahout joining a gang, we're going
to take themn Ashing and te the
games.”

Van Duzer is targeting 11,
12, 13-year-old boys who attend
Dan MeCarty Middle Schasl in
Fort Prerce, one af the loweat
rated schosls in the county. Van
Duzer and his team met with 31
bove at the scheol just before
the Thanksgwing heliday, Every

Sl Van Duzer

chald signed up, Van Duzéer said
Cnly 25 ware able to make the
first meating, which will take
place every Wednesday, because
of tran spoertalbion 15sues

Van Duzer = in talles with St
Lucie County Scheals Sup erin-
rendent Genells Test to use a
scheel bus for Treep 772 Van
Cuzer said he refuses to turn
any child away, regardless of

0 Shamsher Slngh-

age, ethnicity or school they
attend

“We will net turn one lid
away. We nesd to raise more
meoney. That's the key. Faise
mere money and get more volun-
teerz,” a determined Van Duzer
eaid

The troop costs $24 to register
and $60 for a uniferm, plus the

See SCOUTS page A15
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costs of trps and mestings

3t Lucie County dermatelogist
Dr. Shamsher Singh will match
all denatiens that come in prier
ta the end of the year up te the
amoeunt of $10,000

The community's funding in
its children 15 an mmvestment that
will reap bountiful returns, Van
Duzer said

“Statistically spealang, ene
Beoy Scout will reach saght ath-
er kids," Van Duzer said. “If wea
have 30 kids, we have the pewer
te reach 400 kids."

Van Duzer, a former scout who
grew up in a fatherless house-
hold, said the boys nesd guid-
ance and love to kesp them off
the strests

“A kid told me, ‘At least | get
attention when | get in trouble,
Van Duzer said. “All they want
ig somesne to be there and care
about what they're deing That's
| A

Van Duzer sad it's vital that
residents from low or virtual-
by no-crime areas including St
Lucie West and Tradition join
iri the Bght to end the i.'a'..nh"'
vislence

“If yau 15.11'|:r" you're ina buk-
ble -|r|:| you 're safe, you're very
rmistalken * Van Duser said

PGa Villages resident and State
Fep. Larry Lea Jr , D-Part 5t
Lucie, echoed the same senti-
Tant

"These of us in gated com-
munities 1n St Lucie West — 1
affects us here," Les said, “It
doesn t matter. Wa all should ba
concerned. [t's 5t Lucte County,
Florida and the nation's prob
lesr.™

Lee saud Van Duzer's snitiatire
ig groundbreaking in the months'
leng fight to decrease violence
Les has participated 1n seversal
anti-vislence forume held in re-
cent months in Fort Pierce

“It is one ol many spelkes In a
wheasl that 15 ERINg te create arnd
restore the village, sald

{E\r!TII'_'I' Scout master

Lea, a

Mare stale lunding should go
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“If you think you're in a
bubble and you're safe,
you're very mistaken.”

Scott Van Duzer

inte similar pregrams and the
school system rather than the
prson system, Les said. It costs
350,000 a Vear lo incarcerale
an inmate, but anly $10,000 te
educate a student, Lee saad.

In every fres moment, Les will
be at mestings and sutings to
menter the children

“Tm tetally commuitted te do
whatever 1t takes to make 1t a
success(ul] troop and get their
lives pointed in the rght direc
tion," Les said

Out of a stack of studant lat
ters on the counter inside Van
Duzer's pizza shep, one was par

ne l.|..1-|.r'.:.-' pa I.E-.-:l.-.l defmanstrat-

ing Teoep 775
“] arn leoking forward to de
thinga |[vel never dene belors,
te be o better young man, to
respect, to laarn from the oldar
paop le that has expanance, to
become a [leader] of something
positive and not negatnre, travel
places, learn new things, meel
new people, becerne a part af
|gemething] that is an advan-
tage, and velunteers,” & student
named Willie wrote

Treops leaders and program
cantributers include St Lucie
Ceunty Firefighter Fusty Hines,
Fort Piarce resident Dan Hafner,
Fort Prerce Palica © l".i:.f Saan
Baldwin, St
Chiel Fon
mermber Trey Ingersall, Etate
FHep. Larry Lee, 5t Lueie Caun-
ty Commissisner Kim Jehnson,
retired St Lucie County Schosol
Secunty Ofcer Terry Miller,
Bt. Lucie County Sherift Ken
Mascara and attorney Loreana
Whlliams

Anmyone interssted 1n donating
or velunteening should contact
the Van Duzer Foundation at
|772] 538-3467 or visit www
vanduserfoundation. org
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James
Stammer
and his 12
Days of
Christmas
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New scout troop aims at
keeping boys off streets

For Hometown News
newsfp@hometownnewsolcom

ST. LUCIE COUNTY—

There have been 137
shootings in St. Lucie
County this year.
Whether it's a gang initi-
ation, drive-by shooting,
drug-related shooting,
or whatever the reason,

the number is far too
high.
Despite numerous

town meetings, roundta-
bles, and take back the
streets marches, shots
continue to be fired and
the lives of young com-
munity membersare ogt
in a wave ol unnecessary
violence.

Gangs aIt rﬂ"Zruitirjg

———

new members at
younger ages than ever
before (some report
members as young as
eight), so it’s important
to find other ways for
young boys to feel a
sense of  solidarity,
camaraderie, and
belonging than the dead
end life of a gang.

While there are no
clear answers, a small
group of dedicated com-
munity volunteers work-
ing through the Van
Duzer Foundation, think
the answer may lie in the
number 772,

St. Lucie County Fire-
fighter, Rusty Hines,
along with four assis-
tants, have begun the

process of training to
become scout leaders for
St. Lucie County’s
newest Boy Scout Troop
#ii2,

Targeting at-risk youth
from St. Lucie County's
Dan McCarty Middle
School, Mr. Hines artd a
diverse group of com-
munity members and
dedicated volunteers
including Scott Van
Duzer, Van Duzer Foun-
dation president, Dan
Hafner, Fort Pierce
Police Chief Sean Bald-
win, St. Lucie County
Fire Chief Ron Parrish,
School Board member
Troy Ingersoll, State Rep-
resentative Larry Lee, St

See TROOP, A2
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Police
annous
awards
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FORT PIERCE
Pierce Police Ch
Baldwin promote
cers at their ann
Luncheon and A
mony held at
PAL.

In addition to
tions, awards wel
to officers and
several categorie
volunteer of the \
of the year, mar
year, detective
officer of the y
Rex’s retirement.

The officers wi
moted are as foll

Sergeant Willi:
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